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Aterraterra

Founded in Palermo in 2020 by Fabio Aranzulla and Luca Cinquemani, 
Aterraterra is a collective that works in a multidisciplinary way in-
tersecting agricultural, artistic and activist practices. Aterraterra‘s 
research focuses on sustainable and marginal forms of food and inter-
rogates itself over the possibility of an agriculture and food culture 
critical of forms of oppression and aware of its own anthropocentrism. 
Among the issues addressed in Aterraterra‘s art projects are the dif-
ficult heritage of food plants, multispecies alliances and post-agri-
cultural and post-linguistic perspectives, the use of wild species as a 
form of uncultivated and sustainable food, the ever-fluctuating cultu-
ral boundary concerning the concept of edibility, and the creation of 
experimental vegetable communities. Fabio Aranzulla is an artist, ac-
tivist, researcher, and farmer. He graduated in 2017 in art history and 
sociology in Dresden before studying photography and art at the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Leipzig. He has participated in various exhibitions in 
Germany and Italy. Luca Cinquemani is a farmer, activist and philoso-
pher. He studied between Palermo and Düsseldorf earning a PhD in Euro-
pean Cultural Studies. He has published several essays and a book on 
the concept of life form in Giorgio Agamben‘s philosophy. aterraterra.info@gmail.com

Instagram @aterraterra
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Postvarietal Experimental Evolutive Communities, 2024 
Following the reflections that arose within the Critical Seeds of Resistan-
ce project and the work „Someone told us a story about nature and puri-
ty“ at the Fondazione Merz-ZAC Centrale, the Aterraterra duo is carrying 
out experimental work on certain vegetable species through the creation of 
„Postvarietal Experimental Evolutive Communities.“ These are mixes of dif-
ferent varieties of a vegetable species that show specific resistances and 
that crossbreed and genetically recombine from year to year, not only ex-
pressing always different and unpredictable characters moving away from the 
initial varieties, but also tending to adapt to the eco-climatic conditions 
of the place of cultivation. „Postvarietal Experimental Evolutive Communi-
ties“ throughout the years can show a multiplication of adaptive abilities, 
an important element in a context subject to major climatic changes. In ad-
dition to presenting these aspects of resilience, postvarietal communities 
offer post-agricultural and post-linguistic perspectives. Indeed, they open 
up a possibility for reflection and critique of the human concept of varie-
ty and purity in agriculture and question the practices of classifying and 
naming the varieties of food plants we are accustomed to eat. Post-varietal 
communities invite us to critically rethink not only our agricultural prac-
tices and our relationship with the plants we grow, but also our food cul-
ture.

-2024 April, MUSE, Trento
-2024 October, Istituto Svizzero, Roma
-2024 May. Design Museum London in collaboration with Eliza Collin.



Tasting Sessions, 2022-ongoing 

Moving on the cultural and historically ever-shifting boundary between 
edible and inedible, Aterraterra often offers tasting sessions with 
edible wild species that grow in a specific place, focusing especial-
ly on those that are obsolete or forgotten. For Aterraterra, the ali-
mentary use of wild plants has an important meaning in terms of sus-
tainability because their growth is not linked to cultivation, thus 
does not exploit the soil and does not depend on any irrigation, sin-
ce their life cycle takes place solely with water from rainfall. Tas-
ting sessions create collective occasions during which narratives and 
descriptions of these plants and their relationships to the ecosystems 
in which they grow are offered, and always include moments of tasting 
and discussion. The inclusion of taste becomes politically relevant as 
it brings into the spectrum of flavors and textures areas that have been 
lost or unlearned and stimulates new possible food practices, far from 
the choices offered by common vegetable distribution circuits that are 
more sustainable and sensitive to climate change.

-2023 March. Istituto Svizzero, Roma
-2023 April. Cantieri culturali alla Zisa, Palermo
-2023 June. Aterraterra Lab
-2024 May. Museum of contemporary art Termoli MACTE, Termoli

Tasting Sessions at Cantieri culturali, 
Palermo and Aterraterra Lab, Palermo



Tasting sessions at Istituto Svizzero, 
Roma and Cantieri culturali, Palermo Tasting sessions at Istituto Svizzero, 

Roma and Cantieri culturali, Palermo



Critical Seeds of Resistance Critical, 2024

Critical Seeds of Resistance is a transnational project initiated by 
Aterraterra and was created as a catalyst for change towards a more 
climate-conscious agriculture that interrogates its past and is able to 
redefine the prevailing food culture in a more just and sustainable sen-
se. Through artistic and seed saving practices, the project addresses 
the decline of plant biodiversity caused by market-driven choices by 
focusing on edible plant varieties that embody different types of re-
sistance. One is environmental resistance, such as choosing arid-resis-
tant varieties that require less water, as well as increasing sustaina-
bility and biodiversity by involving more wild and spontaneous plants 
that require little or no human intervention. The practical realiza-
tion of the project involves the creation of a Transnational Critical 
Seed Library, a library of resilient seeds activated through collabora-
tion with various international realities that safeguard and reprodu-
ce seeds. The work of the library will go hand in hand with contempora-
ry art, which is the other focus of the project. Several international 
and local artists will be invited for a year-long program that includes 
exhibitions, food and sound performances, residencies, workshops, and 
lectures. Finally, various cultural institutions, restaurants and muse-
ums will be involved by welcoming Library seeds into their gardens and 
vegetable gardens and hosting moments of discussion and reflection.



Hypothetical Foraging, 2023

„Hypothetical foraging“ is a walk with food tastings of wild edible 
plants at the mouth of the Oreto River in Palermo. While suggesting the 
possibility of collection and consumption, the abundance at the site of 
potentially edible species remains only a hypothesis due to the high 
levels of pollution in the mouth. For instance, many wild species, due 
to the presence of dissolved fertilizers in the waters, show abnormal 
and extremely lush growth. Therefore, the walk represents a hypotheti-
cal and impossible foraging that opens a reflection on the way the city 
has treated and continues to treat its most important river. Sewage and 
industrial discharges, garbage, fertilizer residues from the cultiva-
ted areas that the river encounters along its course. A tasting of wild 
plants took place, with the use of specimens not collected at the river 
mouth but in Aterraterra‘s garden.

Hypothetical Foraging, Palermo



Interspecies Manifesto, 2021

A manifesto that narrates the failure of a concrete attempt to create 
an interspecies collective between humans and other living and nonli-
ving forms. The predominant and anthropocentric position of the human, 
the impossibility of not mediating the process with verbal language, 
the difficulty of the humans involved in losing control of the process 
itself (which results in the impossibility of achieving a widespread 
regime of control between humans and nonhumans), show that the idea of 
the interspecies collective remains a theoretical chimera that exists 
only as a linguistic and specifically human concept.



„Someone told us a story about nature and purity“, 2022, installation, 
Fondazione Merz, ZACentrale

„Someone told us a story about nature and purity“ is a work that moves 
at the intersection of art, political thought and agricultural practi-
ces. Central to it are the narratives we humans create around (food) 
plants and the, anthropocentric relationship we erect with them. The 
work is an experiment that tries to activate a community of grains of 
different and famous Italian varieties, randomly mixing them and ope-
ning the process to the possibility of hybridization among them. In 
this way, the work breaks down the so-called „varietal purity,“ which 
is often narrated as natural, despite the fact that this purity and 
static quality is never found in what we call „nature.“ We started with 
so-called „ancient“ varieties, depositaries of often problematic hu-
man narratives and which, moreover, on closer inspection, are not even 
that „ancient.“ Some of these varieties, in fact, were developed during 
fascism and have long been at the center of identity and nationalist 
narratives.The work also focuses on the human and its romanticized and 
nostalgic ideas of what it perceives and defines as „nature,“ „purity,“ 
and „food plant.“ Someone told us a story about nature and purity“ is 
an experiment, a perhaps impossible attempt at the loss of human con-
trol over food plants, an opening to the (human) failure of the very 
process.





Curriculum Aterraterra (Fabio Aranzulla and Luca Cinquemani)

Artistic Projects

2024
	 -	 „Tasting Session - Foodscapes 4“, Food Performance, as part of the Exhibition „Ersilia. Praticare l’altrove“ curated by Alice Labor and Ginevra 		
		  Ludovici at Museum for Contemporary Art Termoli, MACTE Termoli.
	 -	 „Evolutive Brassica field“(Working title), Installation in collaboration with Eliza Collin, Design Museum London.
	 -	 „Postvarietal Community #2“, Installation, as part of the exhibition „Postnatural Gardening“ curated by Alice Labor and Institute for Postnatural 	
		  Studies at MUSE Trento.

2023
	 -	 Sound Piece as part of the Podcast „Ersilia“, produced by MACTE, Museum of Contemporary Art in Termoli, curated by Alice Labor and Ginevra 	
		  Ludovici.
	 -	 Contribution to the tasting session of „WET ZONES Kitchen activation“ by Eliza Collin, part of the „Between Land and Sea Festival“ by Fonda		
		  zione Studio Rizoma, Foce del fiume Oreto, Palermo.
	 -	 Food Performance within the collaborative project Tafelmusik together with Tobias Maria Koch, Swiss Institute, Rome.
	 -	 Dote Garden: creation of a collective garden of stories within the Dote Festival program, implemented between Amsterdam, Palermo, and Beirut.

2022
	 -	 „Someone told us a story about nature and purity“: Installation as part of the exhibition „Ordo naturalis, ordo artificialis,“ curated by Beatrice 		
		  Merz and Agata Polizzi, ZACentrale, Fondazione Merz, Palermo.
	 -	 School of Water Scarcity: Collective project between Sicily and Tunisia, co-organized by Fondazione Studio Rizoma, Aterraterra, and Collettivo 	
		  Epidemia.

2021
	 -	 Art residency at Pippi Tosini‘s Agricultural Company as part of the „Vanessa Cardui“ residency program, curated by Maria Rosa Sossai.

2020
	 -	 Multispecies Manifesto: Foundational manifesto of Aterraterra.

Curatorial Projects

2023
	 -	 „Between Facing the Change and Making a Change“: Round Table/discussion + tasting session organized by Aterraterra, Cooking Sections, and 	
		  CLIMAVORE x Jameel at RCA, part of the Between Land and Sea Festival by Fondazione Studio Rizoma, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.

	 -	 „Bagliore Blu“: Collective exhibition of students from Klasse Ulla von Branderburg at the Academy of Fine Arts in Karlsruhe. Curated by Aterra	
		  terra, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.

	 -	 „Scream as if your organs were made of glass“: Short term artist residency and Performance by Diana Lola Posani curated by Aterraterra in colla	
		  boration with Fondazione Studio Rizoma, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.
	 -	 „How like a leaf I am“: Solo exhibition by Alexandra Baumgartner, curated by Aterraterra and Laura Breitschmid, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.
	 -	 „Atterrare nello spazio“: Round Table organized by Aterraterra with Melania Del Santo and Angelo Adamo from the National Institute of Astro		
		  physics and the Institute of Astrophysics and Cosmic Physics, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.

2022
	 -	 „After Licking“: Artist residency and exhibition by Clémentine Roy and Marta Orlando, curated by Aterraterra, Aterraterra Lab, Palermo.

		  Lectures and Workshops

2023
	 -	 „Decolonial Agriculture“: Presentation for the roundtable „Decolonial practices in Italy. Activism, education, and public space“ within the Sum		
		  mer School „Dissonances, re-interpreting and re-assessing difficult heritage“ at IMT School for Advanced Studies, Lucca.
	 -	 Invited artist for „Planting communities“: Lecture on artistic and cultivation practices conducted by Aterraterra, curated by Mikhail Lylov as part 	
		  of the Spore Garden program, Spore Initiative, Berlin.
	 -	 Workshop about foraging for students of the Department of Architecture, ETH Zurich.
	 -	 Lecture for participants in the residency „Decolonizing Food: Water, Land, and Heritage,“ a residency program by Fondazione Studio Rizoma in 	
		  collaboration with Allianz Foundation, Postane (Istanbul), and Autostrada Biennale (Prizen).
	 -	 „Hypothetical foraging“: Workshop and tasting session at Foce del fiume Oreto, Costa Sud Festival by Meeraqui, Palermo.
	 -	 „From guerrilla odonomastics to anticolonial agriculture“: Presentation for a conference as part of the institutional activities of the Master „City 	
		  of gender. Methods and Techniques of Urban and Territorial Design“ at the Department of Architecture, University of Florence.
	 -	 „Borago“: Workshop on edible wild plants for Earth Day Palermo, Cantieri Culturali alla Zisa.
	 -	 Invited speaker for „Farmer rights to seeds for food and livelihood security: building more resilient agrifood systems“ at FAO Regional Office for 	
		  Europe and Central Asia, online.

2022
	 -	 „Solanum aethiopicum“: Lecture for „Non è più tempo di negare – The Time for Denial is over,“ Transnational Restitution Movement, curated by 	
		  Fondazione Studio Rizoma and GROUP50:50, Palermo.
	 -	 Speaker for „Sovranità dei semi: solo un sogno?“: Workshop by Agroecology Europe, in collaboration with Scuola di agroecologia di Valdibella 	
		  and Schola Campesina, Camporeale.
	 -	 Lecture for „Difficult Heritage Summer School“ of Decolonizing Architecture Advanced course at Royal Institute of Art in Stockholm and MA 		
		  Program in Critical Urbanism at Basel University, online.



	 -	 Talk (published text in exhibition catalog) on the giant Holly trees of Piano Pomo, invited by the Civic Museum of Castelbuono, as part of the 		
		  project „Il taglio, l’innesto, il castello“ by artists Domenico Mangano and Marieke van Rooy, curated by Valentina Bruschi, Castelbuono.

2021
	 -	 „Nature as narration“: Workshop for the „I team“ program of Relais Culture Europe, curated by Giulia Crisci, Sarah Clement, and Pascal Brunet, 	
		  Parco della Favorita, Palermo.
	 -	 „RI-conoscere“: Workshop at Parco della Favorita for „Room to Bloom“ project curated by Marcela Caldas, Fondazione Studio Rizoma, Palermo.

Teaching

2022
	 -	 Visiting professors for the „Summer School Counter/Production,“ curated by Daria Filardo, Stefania Galegati, and Davide Ricco, Palermo.

Fabio Aranzulla
Address: Via Bandiera 67, 90133 Palermo
Date and Place of Birth: 05.07.1991 in Karlsruhe, Germany
Nationality: Italian

Education 

2019-2023 Fine Arts (Photography) Studies at Fine Arts Academy Leipzig 
(HGB Leipzig)
2017-2019 Fine Arts Studies at Bauhaus University Weimar
2012-2017 Art history, architectural sciences and humanities at Technische 
Universität Dresden
2002-2011 Goethe Gymnasium Karlsruhe

Luca Cinquemani
Address: Via Bandiera 67, 90133 Palermo
Date and Place of Birth: 20 July 1979 in Agrigento, Italy
Nationality: Italian

Education

2017 Dr. Phil. in European Cultural Studies University of Palermo, Dept. of 
Culture and Society, Palermo.
2012 Master’s degree in Communication Theories University of Palermo.


